
























































39TH ANNUAL FGBMFI

WORLD CONVENTION

REPORT!

San Francisco’s streets were not
"“safe’’ for non-Christians during the
week of June 30-July 4, 1992 when
FGBMFI celebrated its 39th annual
World Convention.

Taking to heart the theme of the con-
vention—""...to heal the brokenhearted"
(Luke 4:19), many men literally ‘“‘took to
the streets’ to reach out to the many
suffering homeless.

Over 300 street people were treated
to a banquet at the San Francisco Hilton,
with 80 responding to the Gospel. Busi-
nessmen also touched the lives of other
businessmen at the Embarcadero Rally
spearheaded by Gene M. Ellerbee who
told FGBMFI to *hit the streets!”

Over 4,000 convention delegates
from 56 nations sensed that this year's
World Convention was not “‘just
another’ convention. There was a

(Left, top) Gene M. Ellerbee cballenges busi-
nessmen at San Francisco’s Embarcadero
during lunch. (Lef}) Gen. G.L. Butler and
Col. Hank Lackey. (Below) Hundreds respond
Jfor prayer. (Rigbt) Benny Hinn points out
anotber miraculous bealing.
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your imagination. Go ahead. Pull the
trigger. Then you will be at peace.”
And then the Lord gently spoke to me,
“Son, have I ever let you down? Can't
you trust Me?” I had the gun to my
head. I threw it down and lifted up my
hands. The moment I got my hands up
the Lord showed me what He saw in
my heart. He showed me the pride, the
inflated ego, all of those things. I said,

“God, I'm sorry, I'm so sorry, forgive
me. God, in answer to Your earlier
question, if You in Your sovereign wis-
dom see that I can’t handle my voice
then don’t return it to me, but don’t
take away Your Spirit from me.”

And that day I willingly crawled up
on the potter’s wheel and said, “God, if
You have to start over with me, make
me a vessel that You can use.”

I walked out into the living room
and my wife was still interceding in
prayer. Looking down at her I saw the

pain that I was causing her. I couldn’t
talk but my eyes did; I was saying, “I'm
sorry, but it’s going to be all right now
because Jesus is alive.”

You may ask did your healing come
that day? No. That week? No. That
next month? No. It started that day,
but I was a year and a half out of the
pulpit. I resigned to my board but they
wouldn’t take my resignation. They
gave me a year and a half off with a
raise in pay. They loved me.

The second time I resigned they took
my resignation with smiles on their
faces. They said, “God spoke to us last
night and He is releasing you from this
ministry.” They gave me $5,000 to begin
a new ministry, “Destined to Overcome.”

I talk with a “limp”—I'm not sure of
myself, I have to think before I speak.
That would do everyone of us good,
but I sure do love Jesus. He means the
most to me. My relationship with Jesus
is so intact. I can’t believe how He
speaks on the freeways. How He
speaks in the moming. How He wants
to relate to us. God has opened up
doors around the world for this minis-
try. I love to pray with people, just to
look into their eyes and say, “Don’t
give up.”

I'm sure that we don’t know the half
of what God wants to do in our lives.
That’s why Paul said, “What shall we
say in response to this. If God is for
us, who can be against us.” W

Duane is currently active in speaking and
music ministry. He may be reached by writ-
ing him at Destined To Overcome Ministries,
6580 Fairway Ave. S.E., Salem, OR 97306,
or phone (503) 585-3592.
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